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Boynton Beach, FL – July, 2012 - Florida Eye’s Macular Degeneration and Diabetic Retinopathy Specialist Randy Katz, M.D. recently announced that in clinical trials, a new combination of therapies has proven to be more affective in the treatment of neovascular age-related macular degeneration (wet AMD) than the previous single treatment therapy. 

According to a company release, in its prospective, randomized, controlled Phase 2b clinical trial of 449 patients with wet AMD, Ophthotech’s FovistaTM anti-PDGF therapy (1.5 mg), administered in combination with Lucentis anti-VEGF therapy, met the pre-specified primary efficacy endpoint of mean vision gain. Patients receiving the combination of Fovista (1.5 mg) and Lucentis gained a mean of 10.6 letters of vision on the ETDRS standardized chart at 24 weeks, compared to 6.5 letters for patients receiving Lucentis monotherapy (p=0.019), representing a 62% additional benefit. No significant safety issues were observed for either treatment group in the trial.

The company release further stated that enhanced visual outcomes of Fovista anti-PDGF (1.5 mg) combination therapy as compared to Lucentis monotherapy were demonstrated at every monthly time point. In addition, the relative magnitude of visual benefit continued to increase over time. The visual benefit of anti-PDGF (1.5 mg) combination therapy compared to Lucentis monotherapy was greater at the 6-month time point than at the 3-month time point. The increasing divergence of the efficacy curves suggests the benefit of chronic anti-PDGF combination therapy. A classic dose-response curve was observed.







-more-












PAGE TWO

 "I feel very fortunate that Florida Eye is recognized as a premier center for conducting national clinical trials, enabling us to offer patients who qualify the opportunity to be involved in these cutting edge treatments. This new combination of therapies has provided wonderful result for patients living with wet AMD,” said Dr. Katz. "The success of these clinical trials has set the stage for a new era of combination therapy via co-formulation or fixed-combination delivery."

While this phase of the clinical trial has ended, phase three will be enrolling patients in the next six months. If you are a physician and think you have a patient who might benefit from enrollment in this or any of Florida Eye's clinical trials, please call Study Coordinator Debbie Rankin at 561.737.5500. For  current/upcoming clinical trials visit http://fleyedocs.com/clinicaltrials. If you are a patient and already have been diagnosed with this condition, please inform your doctor about this trial. Dr. Katz will be happy to discuss the details and requirements for enrollment. Clinical trials treatments are free to patients who qualify for the studies. 



The Florida Eye Microsurgical Institute offers a full range of comprehensive ophthalmologic care, including routine eye care and examinations, pediatric eye care, dry eyes, advanced corneal, retinal and cataract procedures, laser treatments, glaucoma and diabetic procedures, and various other sophisticated treatments. With its own pediatric wing and fully accredited outpatient surgical center in Boynton Beach, the Institute has additional offices in Boca Raton, Wellington and Juno Beach (pediatrics only).    
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Ophthotech Corporation is a privately held, clinical-stage biotechnology company located in Princeton, NJ and New York, NY. 
